
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION USE ORDINANCE 
[Ord. No. 16, § 16.15.00, 1-13-1976; Ord. of 4-13-1999] 

 

(a) Generally. This section is intended to authorize the grant of 

relief from the strict terms of this chapter in order to provide equal 

housing opportunities particularly suited to the needs of persons 

entitled to reasonable accommodation under law and to encourage 

innovation in land use and variety in design and layout. In the 

event that state or federal law, e.g., The Federal Fair Housing 

Amendments Act of 1988, requires the Township to make 

reasonable accommodation for a particular proposed user of 

property, the Township board, following public hearing before, 

and recommendation of, the Township supervisor, under the 

authority of MCL 125.3502, may administratively approve a 

special accommodation use, subject to and in accordance with this 

section. 

 

(b) Compliance with regulations. As a condition to approval of a 

special accommodation use, the applicant must comply with all of 

the terms of this section, and must demonstrate all of the 

following: 

(1) The ultimate residential user of the property shall be 

persons for whom state or federal law mandates the Township to 

make reasonable accommodations in connection with proposed 

uses of land; 

(2) Taking into consideration the needs, facts, and 

circumstances which exist throughout the community, and within 

the population to be served by the use, including financial and 

other conditions, making the proposed reasonable accommodation 

shall be necessary to afford such persons equal opportunity to the 

proposed use and enjoyment within the community; 

(3) Approval of the proposed housing shall not require or will 

not likely result in a fundamental alteration in the nature of the 

land use district and neighborhood in which the property is 

situated, considering cumulative impact of one or more other uses 



and activities in, or likely to be in, the area, and shall not impose 

undue financial and administrative burden. The interests of the 

community shall be balanced against the need for accommodation 

on a case-by-case basis; and 

(4) No other specific ordinance provision exists and is 

available to provide the relief sought. 

 

(c) Contents of application. The application for a special 

accommodation use shall include the following: 

(1) A plan drawn to scale showing the proposed use and 

development. 

(2) A separate document providing a summary of the basis on 

which the applicant asserts entitlement to approval of a special 

accommodation use, covering each of the requirements of 

subsections (b)(1) through (b)(3) of this section. This summary 

shall include the documentation on which the applicant relies, as 

well as the name, address and a summary of all statements with 

regard to each person whose statements shall be relied upon by the 

applicant (and, if such persons are relied upon for their expertise, a 

resume of their backgrounds shall be included). 

(3) The information required for site plan review, provided, 

upon a showing by the applicant that the inclusion of specified 

information generally required for site plan review would be 

irrelevant, the Township supervisor may waive the requirement to 

include such material in the application. If, during review, the 

Township board determines that information waived by the 

supervisor is needed for decision making, the Board may require 

the submission of such information. 

 

(d) Standards and regulations. In order to be entitled to the 

approval of a special accommodation use, the following must be 

demonstrated by the applicant to the Township board, following 

public hearing before, and recommendation of, the Township 

supervisor: 

(1) All of the requirements for entitlement to approval under 



subsections (b)(1) through (b)(3) of this section will be met. 

(2) If the proposed housing does not constitute a permitted 

use in the zoning district in which the property is situated, the 

intensity of the use (e.g., number of residents in the residential 

facility) shall be the minimum required in order to achieve 

feasibility of the use. 

(3) The use, and all improvements on the property, shall be 

designed and constructed to meet the following standards and 

conditions: 

a. Taking into consideration the size, location and 

character of the proposed use, viewed within the context of 

surrounding land uses and land use planning for such area, 

the proposed use shall be established in such a manner to be 

compatible and harmonious, as determined by the application 

of generally accepted planning standards and/or principles, 

with the surrounding uses; and/or the orderly development of 

the surrounding neighborhood and/or vicinity. 

b. The proposed use shall be designed to ensure that 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic shall be no more hazardous 

than is normal for the district involved, taking into 

consideration turning movements in relation to routes of 

traffic flow, proximity and relationship to intersections, 

adequacy of sight distances, location and access of off-street 

parking and provision for pedestrian traffic, with particular 

attention to minimizing child-vehicle interfacing. 

c. The proposed use shall be designed and operated so 

as not to unreasonably impact upon surrounding property in 

terms of noise, dust, fumes, smoke, air, water, odor, light 

and/or vibration, and shall not unreasonably impact upon 

persons perceiving the use in terms of aesthetics. 

d. The proposed use shall be such that the location and 

height of buildings or structures and location, nature and 

height of walls, fences and landscaping will not interfere with 

or discourage the appropriate development and use of 

adjacent land and buildings and will not have a detrimental 



effect upon their value. 

e. The proposed use shall be designed, located, planned 

and operated in such a manner that the public health, safety 

and welfare will be protected. 

f. The proposed use shall be designed and operated so 

as not to cause substantial injury to the value of other 

property in the neighborhood in which it is to be located and 

will not be detrimental to existing and/or other permitted land 

uses in the zoning district. 

(e) Design standards. All regulations and standards for buildings, 

structures and site improvements within the district in which the 

property is situated shall apply, subject to the right of the 

Township board, following recommendation of the Township 

supervisor, to alter and supplement such standards and regulations 

the Board finds to be needed given the facts and circumstances 

attendant to a particular case, provided, in all events, the spirit of 

this chapter shall be observed, public safety secured, and 

substantial justice done, and, moreover, standards and regulations 

shall be enforced so that the essential character of the 

neighborhood and/or district is not altered. 

 

(f) Conditions. In connection with the approval of a special 

accommodation use, the Township board may impose such 

conditions as are authorized by law. 

 

(g) Effect of approval. Approval of a special accommodation use 

shall be solely for the benefit of the particular class of users who 

were the basis of requiring the Township to make a reasonable 

accommodation under applicable state and/or federal law, and not 

for the benefit of any other persons. Accordingly, the effect of an 

approval under this section shall be for the exclusive benefit and 

occupancy of such class of persons. If a change in such use occurs 

such that it is occupied by others, all of the regulations applicable 

within the district in which the property is situated shall thereupon 

immediately and fully apply. An approval under this section shall 



not be final until such time as the applicant records an affidavit at 

the office of the register of deeds in connection with the property, 

in a form approved by the Township Attorney, providing notice of 

the terms of this provision. 

 

(h) Application fee. The Township board shall establish an 

application fee by resolution. 
 


