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Buy land, they’re not making it anymore, Mark Twain is to have said.

Could he have been referring to Oakland Township?

The administration of the Land Preservation Millage, which brings in about $700,000 annually, is being taken over by the township’s 
superintendent and board of trustees, according to an April 1 memo from Superintendent James Creech.

The millage, passed by voters in 2001 and approved for an early renewal in 2006, has been used to purchase a total of 369.84 
acres of land that’s now part of eight of the township’s 15 parks, according to the Department of Parks and Recreation.

The memo was sent to Parks and Recreation Director Mindy Milos-Dale and David Mackley, chairman of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, and said administration of all “millages, fund balances, properties and other assets” will now be directed by Creech 
and the township board.

“The reason we’re upset is that, at the time, we requested it and it was voted in for us, and we’ve used it ever since,” Mackley said 
of the 0.75-mill Land Preservation Millage.

“We’ve used that money since that time to purchase land for preservation and to manage and maintain it, and it’s always been 
under our control,” said Mackley, who has served on the Parks and Recreation Commission for about 25 years.

An Oakland Township newsletter sent out when the millage was first floated in 2001 includes a frequently-asked-questions segment.

“Which township entity would manage the Land Preservation Millage funds?” the newsletter asks.

“The Parks and Recreation Commission, having considerable experience in land purchases and donations, would be responsible for 
managing the Land Preservation Millage (money).”

Creech said in an email that the memo was sent at the direction of Supervisor Terry Gonser.

Creech, as township superintendent, is appointed by the township board. Gonser is the township’s elected supervisor.

“At the budget workshop which took place on March 18, Supervisor Gonser clearly represented this direction and, subsequently, the 
supervisor directed that this letter be sent to the Parks and Recreation Commission to affirm this position,” Creech said.

When asked if a vote on the change in administration of the millage funds was needed, Creech replied: “The township attorney has 
indicated that the Land Preservation Millage is within the purview of the township board.”



The Land Preservation Fund money can “only be spent as specified in the millage language,” Creech said.

Gonser said he’s trying to run the township according to statute.

“It’s very clear that parks has parks funds, and that’s it,” he said. “This was a separate millage, and it says right in it (that) it’s money 
for the township of Oakland.”

The township also levies a 0.75-mill general parks millage, approved by voters in 1974.

The decision to move administration of the Land Preservation Millage to the township board was researched by the township’s 
attorney, and “it does not have to be voted on by the board because, again, it’s statutory,” Gonser said.

“If the board had wished the parks group to manage the funds, they should have made a motion to do so, but that was never done,” 
he said. “Fundamentally, the parks department has been managing by default.”

Longtime Oakland Township resident and former Parks Commissioner Diane Bennett said she was upset about Creech’s memo.

“When people voted for this millage, they were told that the Parks and Recreation Commission would be administering these funds. 
These are the people who have studied the properties in the township that were considered to be the most beneficial or 
environmentally sensitive areas,” she said.

No Democrats ran in the township election last year, and the election saw turnover on both the township board and Parks and 
Recreation Commission. Gonser beat incumbent Supervisor Joan Fogler in the August 2012 Republican primary, and the township 
has a new clerk, treasurer and two new trustees.

“The thing that most of us are upset about is the fact that we really don’t know why this new board is doing this,” Bennett said. “It 
seems like they’re trying to micromanage the township.”

Gonser said the change is an opportunity for the township board and Parks and Recreation Commission to work together.

“It shouldn’t be a surprise to anybody, because everybody was warned ahead of time, but change is hard for some people to 
accept,” the township supervisor said.

Reg Brown, an Oakland Township resident for more than 20 years, said he thinks the Parks and Recreation Commission should 
administer the Land Preservation Millage.

“I think they have the expertise, and I think they should be allowed to do their job,” he said. “We had a very dramatic change in the 
composition of the township board in the last election, and I think they have an agenda of their own they are pursuing. It involves 
power, and I don’t think it’s appropriate what they are trying to do.”

Former Parks and Recreation Commissioner Maryann Whitman said the board “is acting without consulting with anyone who’s been 
a part of the mechanism of the township.”

Whitman spoke as she walked in the Stony Creek Ravine Park, purchased partly with Land Preservation Millage funds.

“I think this is a political maneuver — but for what purposes?” she said. “No one is clear on that.”

Contact staff writer Dustin Blitchok at 248-745-4685 or dustin.blitchok@oakpress.com. Follow him on Twitter @SincerelyDustin.
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